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W/e^laZnZZna uad /cap// Zn fiance Zn / /3/ uni/ mad lenienec/ Ze 
//id /a/Zy in ////. 

W/d tea/ aiZZdZZe na/ae /ad /een /Zc/c/en e/utinp ^3 peald anc/ei a //ae/ 
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W/e ^i/o/cyla^i/y oj/ Z/e ^tainZiny m/en c/eanec/ mad den/ Ze Wai/d, anc/ 
da/mZZZec/ Ze ectj/ieiZd w/e^zlaneancec/ZZ a BOUCHER, ane/na/aea ZZ aZ 
Wij/een W/aadanc/ Wianed. 

FRANCOIS BOUCHER” ^^in/el Ze z/e /Zaul/ e/Z Wea/d z/e XV- 
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F. 3. Bar bar la- Jsq. ■ 


Asst. Curator Corcoran Art Gallery, 


Kashin non, D. C. 


Dear Sir: 


I am in- receipt of your esteemed favor of March 1st. one 


point in- my previous letters you have failed to answer,and that is,as to the val. 
nation of the portrait. We will require this for the purpose of shipping the 
frei sht,aird we will have to make ah’ entry at the Custom House and will have to 
give the value there,even - when- goods are entered free.’ Also please advise if 
you wish us to ship under the valuation-you give us,or under a valuation- of 
$50. 00; if shipped under a valuation’., of $50.00 Re leased, the freight will be first 
cla'3 5; at a valuation- of $50. 00,not released, double first c la's: and if shipped at 
the regular valuation- furnished by you and the value is over .$50.00, freight will 
be charged at double first class rate and 9h% on the valuation; 


On- receipt of your further reply,we will attend to the .matter 


promptly. 








TJ.Y.Fomi 4?0. 


92 - 62 - 




'ty/ . ■ /y-y^/' 

'e/^n/y (g/e?yyi 


frrMe rV<M?.jis , ) 

“HORNVAN I a' 


8 Broadway. 




February 25th 1833 




Dr. Wm. McLeod 

Corcoran Gallery of Art, 

Washington,D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I am in’ recei pt of a letter from Mr. A. Hyde dated Feb. l?th,in’ 
reference to a painting that arrived at New York in' January; Mr. HVde states,that 
he thicks this painting had better take the usual course;and that we should ad-' 
dress all letters to you in regard to it in- future,as he is not at the Gallery.’ 

This painting is consigned in such a way that it will be ne-‘ 
cessary to have ah’ order from the Treasury De partment on-the Collector at New 
York as to how it shall be passed; and I would suggest that authority be ottainei 
by you"to have a Warehouse & rrans.portation- Entry made by Thos. C. Po 1 lock. Agent 
of the Penn. R. ft. •,waiving examination’”: we certain ly cah’ do nothing without docu-' 
rents,or something of this kind. .it will also be necessary for us to have the 
value of the property. 

I would call your attention to my letter of the 13th to Mr. 
Hyde.wnich I presume has been turned over to- you;that letter with tbi3,wi 11 ful¬ 
ly just what we want,and what it is necessary in’ our judgement to do in’ order tc 
have the painting properly forwarded. 



N.Y.Fonn 420. 
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k&uA£/&?*&/ February 16th 1838 
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A. Hyde Esq.- _ 

Sec’y Corcoran- Gallery Art, 

Washington',D. C.' 

Dear Sir: 

I am in receipt of yours of the 15th inst. enclosing bill of 
ladin'g etc. for a picture which arrived here in- January.- 

Owing to more than- tan- days having elapsed sin-ce the arrival, 
we cannot make what is known as an'"I. f. Snary”,and the goods bein’g free,not sub-' 
Ject to duty we cannot make a Warehouse and Transportation- Entry. • it will,there| 
fore,be necessary to make a Consumption Entry,and in order to do this we will 
have to-have Power of Attorney from w. W. Corcoran,and the value of the picture, 
ijt is Just possible that,if you will make application' to the T r e as u r y Dfr pa r t me at, | 
they will give you authority for us to make a Warehouse & Transportation- Entry 
"Examination-waived”. ■ Will you please elect as to which way you will have it 
done ? 

Also please advise as to how you wish it shiDped.that is.un-' 
der what valuation- ? If shioped under a valuation-of $50.00 or under, R.a lease d, 
it will take first class ratejif shipped under its intrinsic value.it will take 
double first class rate and on- the declared valuation; 

Awaiting your further instructions in- the matter,we are 

Tr ' , nrs' truly 
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Successors to H. N. BIRD & SON, 


garnish # Japan (Makers, 



Deir Sir; 


Have you vhoto graphs of the painting in your 

gallery of Charlotte Cora ay"? ff^so oh at are the sizes 
and the prices? 

Please answer by return mail 


And Oblige 
Yours Respectfully 


Cirit'i 0 Feb 39th /PSP 


H. H, Bird 
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March 1 ^ 1. 1883. \ 


.^Zff/SJt tut , _> 

Trustees of Corcoran Art Gallery 
Washington, 0. 0. 

Gentlemen:- 

I do not know whether or not you carcbaae rare old oortraits.and can only 
learn by writing. As administrator of the estate of the late Richard H. Collins, 

L. L. D.. the Historian of Kentucky. I have for sale a life size bust in oil of General. 
James Wilkinson He was Commander-ln-chlef, in the * 0 . 3 . 4 . . for two terms. December 
15th.. 1793 to July 17 if Ittae 1300 to 1313. ^6 re is no other oortr t i t ' r | 

him known to be in existence. I have the statement of this fact in writing over 
the signature of his grandson,from whom my father.Mr.Collins, obtained the Dortrait. 

I find io my father's letter book, also a cocy o? a letter written by Chris¬ 
topher Columbus Grab an. M. 0., of Lou! svl lie. Ky.. now deceased, and wrlttdr) to Robert Todd I 
Lincoln, Jh • tb., 1335. when Mr. Graham was over 100 years old* and which states the) 

correctness of the oortrait as a ltksness. He having bean with General Wilkinson 
in the 31 tv of Mexico in the winter of 1322-3. Mr.Lincoln now has that letter . 

My father valued the oortrait at $3000,00 and would have orobably diseased 
of it to Mr.Lincoln for the War Department* but for a weakness in the way of Drocra3- 
tination or forgetfulness which develooed during the last few years of his life. 

The Dortrait may be had for $2500.00, which orlce of course will cover the 
written statement above referred to of Wilkinson's gra dson,an i also a cocy of the 
letter of Dr. Graham. The oortrait is in a fine state of preservation; although the 
frame is injured. I inclose herewith the evidence of genuineness, for your consid¬ 
eration. I shall offer the Dortrait to the Government at $3000,00, unless you take 
it at the Drice named. Have the kindness to consider the matter and advise me at 
your earliest convenience. 

Yours Truly. 
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I have sold and this day delivered to Richard H. M]jg oortratt of tr.tr mstarnal] 
grandfather.Major ~al James Wilkinson, which measures Inside of trams 24ix [ 

as. and is in the original frame as I remember it since I was about eight years old. 

I am now forty-five veers old. and was born Sent. 2§th.. 1337. to the [01d SoanisbT 
Ursullne Convent,corner Chartres and Ursullne Streets, New Orleans. My mother was 
SteDhamfe Elizabeth C Wilkinson! Bigot,twin daughter Cher stster died in infancy] o? 
:-'.a.ior General James Wilkinson, and wife of Toussaint Francois Bfjtot C whose second , 
child I am. 1 She died in 1871.and he in 1868 or 1869, both in New Orleans. I am 
thslr only living child. This is the only life size sort rail of my said : father | 
ever oalnted, was in oosession of his widow C my grandmother 1 until her death about 
! ' 8. and since then has beer, in oossession of my mother until her death, and in my doss 
essfon and ownershiD ever since. I agree to furnish said Collins.'rcm the Family 

Bible in my Dossesslon the exact dates which I give from imnerfeot memory above. I 
also 3*11 him the small eoDDer data Drofile of mv grandfather for both of which he 
has this day Dai d me in full. 


f-ndovic Bigot. 


